
 
 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL FEDERAL WORKFORCE TABLES 


The U. S. Office of Personnel Management is the source of official information 
about the Federal workforce.  The following two tables represent a historical 
snapshot of the Federal workforce over time. 

Executive Branch Employment Since 1940 shows employment within the 
Executive Branch over time excluding uniformed military personnel, the Postal 
Service, and intelligence agencies. 

Total Government Employment Since 1962 shows employment across the 
Federal government and includes the Postal Service, uniformed military 
personnel, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. 

These tables are updated annually as data becomes available. 



GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT: 1962–2008 

Year 

Government employment 

Federal1 

Executive 
branch 

civilians 
(thousands) 

Uniformed 
military 

personnel 
(thousands) 

Legislative 
and judicial 

branch 
personnel 

(thousands) 

Total Federal 
personnel 

(thousands) 

1962 2,485 2,840 30 5,354 
19632 2,498 2,732 30 5,260 
19642 2,470 2,719 31 5,220 
1965 2,496 2,687 32 5,215 
1966 2,726 3,129 33 5,888 
1967 2,968 3,413 34 6,416 
1968 3,020 3,584 35 6,639 
19693 3,040 3,499 36 6,575 
19704 2,944 3,104 38 6,085 
19714 2,883 2,752 40 5,675 
1972 2,823 2,360 42 5,225 
1973 2,781 2,289 44 5,113 
1974 2,847 2,198 46 5,091 
1975 2,848 2,164 49 5,061 
1976 2,833 2,119 50 5,002 
1977 2,840 2,112 53 5,005 
1978 2,875 2,099 55 5,028 
1979 2,823 2,063 53 4,939 
19804 2,821 2,090 55 4,965 
19814 2,806 2,122 54 4,982 
1982 2,770 2,147 55 4,972 
1983 2,820 2,163 56 5,039 
1984 2,854 2,178 56 5,088 
1985 3,008 2,190 58 5,256 
1986 2,966 2,206 55 5,228 
1987 3,030 2,213 58 5,301 
1988 3,054 2,176 59 5,289 
1989 3,064 2,168 60 5,292 
19904 3,067 2,106 61 5,234 
19914 3,048 2,040 64 5,152 
1992 3,017 1,848 66 4,931 
1993 2,947 1,744 66 4,758 
1994 2,908 1,648 63 4,620 
1995 2,858 1,555 62 4,475 
1996 2,786 1,507 61 4,354 
1997 2,725 1,439 62 4,226 
1998 2,727 1,407 62 4,196 
1999 2,687 1,386 63 4,135 
20004 2,639 1,426 63 4,129 
20014 2,640 1,428 64 4,132 
2002 2,630 1,456 66 4,152 
2003 2,666 1,478 65 4,210 
2004 2,650 1,473 64 4,187 
2005 2,636 1,436 65 4,138 
2006 2,637 1,432 63 4,133 
2007 2,636 1,427 63 4,127 
2008 2,692 1,450 64 4,206 



GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT: 1962–2008 
Government employment
 

Federal1
 

1Data comes from agency 113 monthly submissions and covers total end-of-year 
civilian employment of full-time permanent, temporary, part-time, and intermittent 
employees. Executive branch includes the Postal Service, and, beginning in 1970, 
includes various disadvantaged youth and worker-trainee programs. Uniformed 
Military Personnel data comes from the Department of Defense 

2Excludes 7,411 project employees in 1963 and 406 project employees in 1964 for 
the public works acceleration program. 

3On Jan. 1, 1969, 42,000 civilian technicians of the Army and Air Force National 
Guard converted by law from State to Federal employment status. They are 
included in the Federal employment figures in this table starting with 1969. 

4Includes temporary employees for the decennial census. 



TOTAL EXECUTIVE BRANCH CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES: 1940–2008 
(end-of-fiscal-year count, excluding Postal Service, in thousands) 

Fiscal 
Year 

Total 
Executive 

Branch 

Departme 
nt of 

Defense 

Civilian Agencies 

Total Agriculture 

HHS, 
Education, 

Social 
Security 
Admin.1 

Homeland 
Security Interior Justice Transpor-

tation Treasury Veterans Other 

1940 699 256 443 98 9 18 46 11 .......... 45 40 176 
1941 1,081 556 525 91 10 20 50 15 .......... 52 43 244 
1942 1,934 1,291 643 95 11 20 49 22 .......... 55 44 348 
1943 2,935 2,200 735 109 11 21 43 23 .......... 69 53 406 
1944 2,930 2,246 683 78 11 21 42 21 .......... 81 51 378 
1945 3,370 2,635 736 82 11 20 45 19 .......... 84 65 409 
1946 2,212 1,416 795 97 12 20 51 17 .......... 95 169 335 
1947 1,637 859 777 88 12 20 53 17 .......... 82 217 288 
1948 1,569 871 698 82 13 18 57 20 .......... 79 196 233 
1949 1,573 880 694 87 12 19 59 19 .......... 77 195 226 
1950 1,439 753 686 84 13 20 66 20 .......... 76 188 219 
1951 1,974 1,235 738 81 16 21 65 25 .......... 79 183 269 
1952 2,066 1,337 729 79 15 22 61 25 .......... 75 175 278 
1953 2,026 1,332 694 78 35 22 59 23 .......... 71 178 226 
1954 1,875 1,209 666 76 35 21 56 24 .......... 67 179 207 
1955 1,860 1,187 673 86 40 21 54 24 .......... 65 178 206 
1956 1,864 1,180 684 89 46 20 53 24 .......... 64 177 210 
1957 1,869 1,161 708 96 53 20 55 24 .......... 65 174 222 
1958 1,817 1,097 720 101 55 20 56 24 .......... 64 172 227 
1959 1,805 1,078 727 97 59 20 55 23 .......... 63 171 238 
1960 1,808 1,047 761 99 62 21 56 24 .......... 62 172 265 
1961 1,825 1,042 782 103 70 20 59 25 .......... 67 175 265 
1962 1,896 1,070 827 111 77 20 63 25 .......... 69 177 284 
1963 1,911 1,050 861 116 81 21 73 25 .......... 73 173 300 
1964 1,884 1,030 855 108 83 21 70 26 .......... 72 172 302 
1965 1,901 1,034 867 113 87 21 71 27 .......... 74 167 307 
1966 2,051 1,138 913 119 100 21 75 27 .......... 76 170 324 
1967 2,251 1,303 949 122 106 24 77 27 52 79 173 289 
1968 2,289 1,317 972 123 117 23 78 29 56 79 176 292 



1969 2,301 1,342 960 125 113 21 75 30 58 79 175 283 
1970 2,203 1,219 983 118 112 23 75 33 62 84 169 308 
1971 2,144 1,154 989 120 115 25 72 38 66 86 180 288 
1972 2,117 1,108 1,009 118 114 29 72 40 65 90 184 295 
1973 2,083 1,053 1,030 113 128 29 74 43 66 90 198 289 
1974 2,140 1,070 1,070 116 142 30 77 46 68 97 202 292 
1975 2,149 1,042 1,107 121 147 31 80 47 69 101 213 297 
1976 2,157 1,010 1,147 128 155 32 82 48 71 105 222 303 
1977 2,182 1,009 1,173 132 159 32 87 48 70 107 224 313 
1978 2,224 1,000 1,225 138 161 37 84 49 70 110 229 348 
1979 2,161 960 1,201 128 161 40 78 48 67 102 226 352 
1980 2,161 960 1,201 129 163 40 77 48 66 102 228 346 
1981 2,143 984 1,159 129 162 38 76 47 54 100 232 321 
1982 2,110 990 1,121 121 153 38 79 48 57 98 236 291 
1983 2,157 1,026 1,131 124 152 39 80 50 57 104 239 286 
1984 2,171 1,044 1,127 119 150 39 79 53 57 109 240 283 
1985 2,252 1,107 1,145 122 147 40 80 55 56 110 247 286 
1986 2,175 1,068 1,108 113 138 39 74 56 56 114 240 277 
1987 2,232 1,090 1,142 117 132 44 74 60 57 125 250 284 
1988 2,222 1,050 1,172 121 128 48 78 63 58 135 245 297 
1989 2,238 1,075 1,162 122 127 49 78 66 60 126 246 289 
1990 2,250 1,034 1,216 123 129 49 78 71 61 132 248 326 
1991 2,243 1,013 1,230 126 135 50 82 77 64 139 256 302 
1992 2,225 952 1,274 128 136 56 85 82 64 133 260 329 
1993 2,157 891 1,266 124 135 56 85 82 63 127 268 326 
1994 2,085 850 1,235 120 133 55 81 83 59 128 262 315 
1995 2,012 802 1,210 113 132 56 76 87 58 128 264 297 
1996 1,934 768 1,166 110 130 62 71 88 58 118 251 279 
1997 1,872 723 1,149 107 131 64 71 93 59 112 243 270 
1998 1,856 693 1,163 106 130 68 72 95 59 112 240 281 
1999 1,820 666 1,155 105 130 69 73 97 58 113 219 290 
2000 1,778 651 1,127 104 126 70 74 98 58 113 220 265 
2001 1,792 647 1,145 109 129 73 76 99 59 117 226 258 
2002 1,818 645 1,173 98 130 76 77 96 96 118 223 258 
2003 1,867 636 1,231 100 131 153 72 102 58 132 226 257 
2004 1,882 644 1,238 111 130 153 77 104 57 111 236 257 
2005 1,872 649 1,224 108 131 147 76 105 56 108 235 258 



2006 1,880 653 1,227 105 129 154 72 107 54 107 239 260 
2007 1,888 651 1,237 103 129 159 72 107 54 104 254 254 
2008 1,960 670 1,289 104 132 172 76 109 55 106 274 261 

Data comes from agency 113-A 
monthy submissions and covers 
total end-of-year civilian 
employment of full-time 
permanent, temporary, part-time, 
and intermittent employees as of 
September 30th. 

11940–1953 data represent estimates for employment in these activities. 
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